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Two years later the same commissioner came
again, with two others, and was cordially enter-
tained with "wine and sweetmeats." The mat-
ter was referred to the commissioners of the United
Colonies, who decided, with considerable shrewd-
ness, that the volunteers in aiding La Tour had
acted efficiently but not wisely; and consequently
a compromise was reached. Aulnay's commis-
sioners abated their claims for damages, and
Governor Winthrop consented to send "a small
present" to Aulnay in lieu of compensation. The
present was "a fair new sedan (worth," says
Winthrop, "forty or fifty pounds, where it was
made, but of no use to us)," having been part
of some Spanish booty taken in the West Indies
and presented to the Governor. So final peace
was made at no expense to the colony; and
later, after Aulnay's death in 1650, La Tour
married the widow and came to his own in Nova
Scotia.

The troubles with the Dutch were not so easily
settled. England had never acknowledged the
Dutch claim to New Amsterdam, and the New
England Council in making its grants had paid
no attention to the Dutch occupation. Though
trade had been carried on and early relations had